
 

July 2018 Newsletter 
 (Saturday meetings start at 9 A.M.) 

2018 Calendar of Events: 
Mark your calendars. Dates for next year’s meetings 

have been reserved. Programs and some event dates 

are still to be determined. 

July 14: Spotlight on Ficus species. 

Aug. 11: Annual Club Members Business Meeting. 

Sept. 8: Bonsai Smith’s Workshop. 

Sept.23: 9AM Sunday. LSBF traveling speaker. 

Sept.29-30: Japanese Garden Fall Festival. Moved 

to December. 

Oct. 13: TBD 

Nov. 10: TBD 

Dec.1-2: Japanese Garden Fall Festival 

Dec. 8: Christmas Party. 
 

 
The Cork Oak that Roy Nagatoshi styled during his 

demonstration was be part of our Annual Auction & 

Raffle at last month’s meeting. Guess who bought it? 

Hint: he’s one of the spectators in this picture. 

President’s Message  

By Dan LeBlanc 
 Happy Independence Day to all my fellow 

bonsai enthusiasts.  

 Thanks to everyone for coming out to 

the annual FWBS auction. We had a great turnout 

and it looks like everyone who wanted to bid got 

some really good material. Thanks to everyone who 

donated to the raffle. 

 Well it is HOT HOT HOT .Summer is 

certainly here and the trees will need to be protected 

from the 100 +  degree temperatures.  I think I have 

lost more trees in the summer heat than in the 

winter in Texas. So don’t forget to protect your 

trees. Also; most members who can will mist or 

lightly water the trees in the late afternoon to cool 

them down. Not to water them but just to keep the 

area cool. 

 Our next meeting will focus on Ficus so be 

sure to bring in some of your tropical material.  I 

hope to see you all at this meeting. 

 Please continue to visit the Fort Worth 

Bonsai website. Everyone is encourage to add 

bonsai related information. I’m hoping we can get 

some more participation to generate interest in our 

club. http://fortworthbonsai.org  

 In addition to our new website we now have 

a Facebook page that is up and running. Please 

make recommendations for our site.  

Happy Styling,  

Dan 

 

July’s Program: 

Spotlight on Ficus species 
By Program Chairman Estella Flather 

 The July program will be a round table 

discussion of Ficus. That’s Fig Trees and their 

relatives for those of you who aren’t familiar with the 

Latin names of your trees. Figs are excellent bonsai 

material and there are many varieties available. Some 

include Weeping Fig, Narrow Leaf/Willow Leaf Fig, 

Creeping Fig and Golden Gate Fig. 

 Bring your favorite fig bonsai to show and 

talk about or bring any of your figs that you need help 

with. (Of course, you are always welcome to bring 

any of your plants that you would like to get help 

with, whether it’s part of that month’s program or 

not.) 

 

http://fortworthbonsai.org/


Last month’s meeting: 

Annual Auction and Raffle 

 

 
Thank you to everyone who came to our annual 

auction and raffle. Many beautiful specimens were 

brought to be auctioned and all those who bought 

trees got some wonderful material to expand their 

bonsai collections.  

 

 
Thanks also to everyone who donated raffle items 

and all those who purchased tickets to raise funds for 

our club. 

 

 
Roy Nagatoshi’s demo tree, already sporting lots of 

new foliage, was hotly bid on during the auction. 

 

 
Some of the auction items being perused before the 

start of the action. 

 
Mark very kindly served as our auctioneer again 

this year. 

 

The climax of the auction was the Cork Oak from 

Roy Nagatoshi’s demonstration last month.  

In The Event of …… 
By Steven Hendricks 
 

 What would happen to your beloved bonsai if 

something should happened to you?  Most people 

haven’t given it much thought.  Do you want them to 

go to family members?  Would they even know how 

to take care of them?  The answer is  “Probably not”.  

In our hot dry summers your trees would likely die 

before someone thought to water them. 



 It is especially important if you live alone.  A 

long time Dallas club member passed away a number 

of years ago and it was many days before anyone 

knew.  By the time some of the club members could 

rescue his bonsai many of his wonderful trees were 

dead. Another Dallas club member got very sick and 

could not take care of his amazing trees resulting in 

many of them dying.  It did not occur to him that 

other club members would have happily come over 

and watered his trees until he recovered. That’s why 

it is important to give it some thought.   

 One way to make sure that your trees live on 

is to donate them to the club, either in your will or by 

instructions to your family.  They can be distributed 

to other club members and their legacy preserved. 

When you see the wonderful bonsai in Japan you are 

looking at trees that have passed through many 

owners.  Unless we make preparations to do the same 

we will never have trees of such age and beauty in 

this country. 

 It is in my will that all of my bonsai and 

bonsai related materials will go to the club when I 

pass away.  I have a couple of trees that belonged to 

deceased club members that will be given to the 

Texas State Bonsai Exhibit.  The people there will 

know about where the trees came from and their line 

of ownership.  Other of my trees I hope will become 

part of our club’s permanent exhibit at the Japanese 

Gardens.  

 So give it some thought and make sure your 

trees live on. 

JUNE BONSAI 
By John Miller  

 It would have been well worth a trip to Austin in 

May for the 3 person critique of Terry Ward, Mike 

Hansen, and Chuck Ware.  Having three of that quality at 

the same table and talking about each tree was quite an 

accomplishment. I would have been fully awake all night.  

 If you are interested in doing indoor bonsai I 

would suggest you read Mary Miller’s last newsletter.  

Pay extra attention to the words on Jack Wikle. Also some 

interesting info on Portulacaria Afra (Dwarf Jade).  

Bonsai Banter Issue #99 

 (Bonsai_Banter@bonsaimary.com) 

 At the Shohin meeting one said they had a severe 

infestation of thrips.  A good site for bug info would be: 

https://www.planetnatural.com/pest-problem-

solver/houseplant-pests/thrips-control/ 

 July and August are the two most stressful 

months for bonsai in our area.  Most healthy trees can take 

the full sun on their foliage.  But the high ambient 

temperatures and the heating effect of the sun on the pots 

and soil create temperatures on the roots that they are not 

designed to cope with.  Trees with thin leaves like the 

Japanese maple, Acer Palmatum, that are under-story 

trees, will probably scorch in full sun.  They can also 

suffer from chemical burn from some fertilizers and 

insecticides which can be more damaging in the heat. 

 I cannot give you a precise to-do list since your 

backyard is different from mine but you should be sure 

that the sun does not hit the pots directly.  If you use a 

cover of any kind be sure that the side of the pot is 

protected also.  A loose weave cover that allows air flow 

is preferable to solid paper or foil.  A solid cover or box 

over the pot would create an oven type enclosure.  There 

should be room for air flow around the pot.  A 30-40% 

shade cloth over pines, junipers, and elms and maybe 50% 

over maples would be ideal. And don’t forget to provide 

protection on the west side from that mean afternoon sun. 

 Check your water practices.  Normally I prefer to 

water heavily in the evening.  That gives the plant all night 

to renew itself without losing most of its water to 

evaporation.  Then in the early morning, they get a quick 

foliage spray and wetting the surface of the soil which 

may have dried out overnight.  This was what I did while 

working.  Be sure to do the double watering bit--water 

thoroughly so that the dry soil particles will get moistened 

and after a few minutes water again so that they will soak 

up water fully. 

 Pots out in the sun can get pot pretty hot.  Not 

only does this dry out the soil very fast but the tree roots 

cannot live in a hot soil.  A temperature I have heard given 

is 120 degrees that will kill roots on most plants.  An 

article by Dr. Bill Cody suggests that his experiments 

show that an afternoon watering at 2PM will go a long 

way to keep the soil temperature in a desirable range 

while a box close around the pot does little to protect it.  

Therefore I now try to water at 2pm to cool and refresh 

the roots and again after sundown to get the night started 

right. 

 When the humidity is low I mist my junipers in 

the evening.  I believe the story that in the wild many 

desert junipers (like Texas Ashe) open their stomata in the 

cool of the evening absorbing any dew that may occur and 

close in the heat of the day to conserve moisture.  Other 

species may get their foliage spray in the morning. 

 Also watch for signs of insect problems.  The 

spider mite will always be near.  Others to look for are 

scale of various forms, aphids, and mealy bugs. 

Preventative medicine is best, spray or a regular schedule.  

By the time you see signs, the damage is already done, 

especially from spider mites.  I use the organic foliar feed 

(1 Tablespoon each of fish emulsion, liquid kelp, 

molasses and 5% apple cider vinegar per gallon water) to 

control all these.  You can use some of the other organic 

controls or a chemical according to label directions.  Read 

the label directions carefully.  Do not apply oil based 

chemicals to buttonwoods.  A hose end sprayer does not 

https://www.planetnatural.com/pest-problem-solver/houseplant-pests/thrips-control/
https://www.planetnatural.com/pest-problem-solver/houseplant-pests/thrips-control/


work very well, its droplets are too large and you have 

little control over where it goes.  Use a pump sprayer with 

a fine spray and cover both top and bottom of leaves. 

 The humidity in summer varies quite a bit but 

when it sticks around for a few days look for fungal 

problems to appear, mildew being the most prevalent.  

Black spot will show up if the foliage stays wet very long.  

Foliage watering in the morning will usually not be a 

problem because it dries pretty quickly.  Treat with 

potassium carbonate which you can find at any nursery 

with a decent organic section. There are several chemical 

sprays available too. 

 As a rule we do not feed our trees enough.  Since 

the mix we use has very little nutrient value, we must 

make up with our fertilizer practice. Water soluble 

fertilizers will be quickly washed out. The best “rule” I 

have heard was given by Matt Ouwinga who primarily 

grows trident maples.  

 

Matt’s rule: 

A.  Apply organic fertilizer balls each 6 weeks.  Discard 

old balls. 

B.  Apply fish emulsion every two weeks. 

C.  Apply liquid plant food on alternate weeks. 

 You can fertilize with most organic type 

fertilizers without worrying about burning the roots in hot 

weather.  Do not use hi-powered types though, such as bat 

guano or one made with chicken manure in the heat.  If 

you use chemical types follow the label.  If they do not 

specify any temperature restrictions try using a weaker 

solution than normal.  Without a lot of organic material in 

your soil you should use a weaker solution but more often 

to provide a more even feeding.   

 Many spring flowering plants will be setting buds 

for next year’s flowers.  Azaleas will set theirs toward the 

end of July.  If you prune tips after that you remove the 

new buds. 

 Now that night temperatures are staying above 60 

degrees you should think about repotting some of the 

tropicals.  Most tropicals do well with an annual repotting.  

I would emphasize to check the wires on your trees and 

also see that the drains are not blocked in any way.  

Especially check them after a rain to be sure that your pots 

have drained properly.  Keep the tropicals trimmed as 

they will be growing like crazy.  However, if you want 

flowers on those that produce on the end of the twigs, 

bougianvilla-pomegranate-crape myrtle, you will have to 

forgo the bonsai shape to let them flower.  These species 

should be pruned more drastically before the growing 

season starts so they can still be in a pretty good shape. 

 Your trees too keep growing and need their 

periodic beauty treatment.  Keep the ends trimmed and the 

stray shoots cut out.  It’s not that bad when you can sit in 

the shade with a big lemonade and really enjoy being with 

your bonsai.  That way you will have your tree ready for 

the fall show or you will be ready to enjoy it when the 

change of seasons give it pretty colors. 

 

 

  

 

 
 

The Fort Worth Bonsai Society meets most months 

on the 2nd Saturday at 9 A.M., at 3220 Botanic 

Garden Drive, Fort Worth, TX. This is the building 

where the large conservatory greenhouse is located.  

For more information see our website at: 

fortworthbonsai.org 

 

President: Dan LeBlanc 

 dan@callgenesis.com 

Vice President, Programs: Estella Flather 

 eflather@sbcglobal.net 

Treasurer: Mark Bynum 

 mark.bynum12@att.net 
Secretary: Roger Spohn 

 rwspohn@yahoo.com  

Past President: Steven Hendricks 

stevenhendricks@sbcglobal.com 

Special Projects: Bruce Harris 

bruceharris8175@gmail.com  

LSBF Representative: Mark Bynum 

 mark.bynum12@att.net 

Website:TJ Broullette 

terry@whisperwillow.com 

Newsletter Editor: Estella Flather    

eflather@sbcglobal.net
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